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A family grows by two, with help from Place
of Hope | Video
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| A family grows by two, with help
1 from Place of Hope

By Marisa Gottesman - Contact Reporter
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he Wiglesworth family didn't think that fostering one child would turn them into

adoptive parents of two foster children — as a result turning their "original four” Sun Sentinel Children's Fund
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Palm Beach Gardens campus of Place of Hope, a charitable organization that provides a
range of family-oriented services including emergency and long-term foster care.

Place of Hope is supported through the Sun Sentinel Children's Fund, a McCormick
Foundation Fund, which benefits South Florida nonprofit organizations that help local
families and children in need.

"We were expecting one child for one year and we got two forever," Lee Wiglesworth
said.

The brothers, now 1 and 3, joined the couple's older, biological daughters Stevie, 16, and
Mikayla, 12, and the family said thev can't imagine life without the boys' toys all over
their house.

Lee Wiglesworth said the couple first heard about what it takes to be a foster parent
while at church. He said over the years he and his wife came up with excuses as to why
they couldn't foster a kid.

But one day, he said the excuses faded
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away. He said the family together decided
to become a foster family. One of the
biggest concerns that Lee and Megan

Wiglesworth said they had was making
sure their daughters wouldn't feel less

loved.

Mikayla said she remembers telling her
parents that going to the movies less as a

Children's Fund helps kids, families. Can family to save a child's life was worth it to
vou help, too? her.

"We were their last obstacle,” Stevie said
of her parents' decision to foster. "They wanted us to know they would still love us.”

With their daughters' approval, the family began the process through Place of Hope to
become licensed to foster in Sept. 2012. They said the process was arduous, but just
minutes after they were approved in Jan. 2013, the family said they received a phone call

that a foster child needed a home.

On Jan. 3, 2013, 5-week-old Amari joined the family. Lee Wiglesworth said the family
decided to foster for one vear. but also decided that if thev needed to continue fostering
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for longer than that, they would.
In Amari's case, he was expected to stay in foster care for 996 days, nearly 3 years.

When they found out Amari's birth mother was pregnant again they knew they wanted
to bring Kadyn into their home, too.

Megan Wiglesworth said being a foster parent isn't always easy. She said she took for
granted raising her daughters as their parent and being able to make decisions for them.
She said when you are a foster parent, the state has total control over decision-making.
She said she had to ask permission to get the boys haircuts.

The family also said they were afraid that if they became too attached to the boys, it
would be all the more difficult to give them up.

Ultimately, the boys' birth mother surrendered her parental rights and the Wiglesworth
family officially grew to six members on Sept. 25.

"We can't imagine life without them anymore," Stevie said. "They are my brothers."

mgottesman@sunsentinel.com, 561-243-6544 or Twitter
@marisagottesinan

About the Sun Sentinel Children's Fund:

Until Dec. 31, 2015, you will be reading stories in the Sun Sentinel, and on
SunSentinel.com, about local agencies supported by the Sun Sentinel Children's Fund.

Already in 2015, the Children's Fund has awarded over $200,000 to support 16
charities. By the end of the year, another $300,000 will be awarded.

How to donate:

Call 800-519-2480, or go online at SunSentinelChildrensFund.org/donate.
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