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CHILDNET HONORS BROWARD COUNTY’S FOSTER PARENTS 

AT ANNUAL APPRECIATION DINNER 
 
Across Broward County caring individuals and families are helping foster children build brighter 
futures by serving as foster parents.  Their dedication and commitment to the community’s 
abused children was recognized at ChildNet’s Seventh Annual Foster Parent Appreciation 
Dinner on May 28th at First Baptist Church of Fort Lauderdale.  This year’s Black & White Ball 
themed event was a hit with the more than 300 foster parents attending.  Jennifer Smith, 
ChildNet’s Foster Home Recruitment Coordinator and the event planner, says that while foster 
parents expect to open their homes as a temporary safe haven for children in foster care, many 
also build life long bonds that can carry well into the child’s adult years.   
 
This sentiment was true of the relationship between Eugenia Welch and Francisco Nelson, a 
former Broward County foster care youth, and the night’s keynote speaker.  Francisco delivered 
a heartfelt thank you to foster parents for their enduring support of Broward County foster 
children and credited much of his success to the positive role his foster mom played in his life.  
Today, the twenty-year old former foster youth is a graphic designer and owner of Francisco 
Nelson Creativity Production (FNCP).  He also gives back to the community by offering services 
to non-profits, ministries, churches, and new businesses at no cost.   
 
“Throughout Broward County there are success stories just like Francisco, because of incredible 
individuals who volunteer to not only share their homes but also their lives with children in foster 
care,” said Larry Rein, ChildNet’s Vice President of Network Development.  “Fostering is one of 
the most amazing contributions someone can make to their community.” 
 
During the dinner local foster parents who have fostered for more than 10, 15, or 20 years 
received special recognition and a gift card.  Themed gift baskets, complimentary hotel stays, 
restaurant gift certificates and department store gift cards were raffled off to thirty-eight lucky 
foster parents.    
 
See photos on page 2  
 

### 
 
ChildNet is the private, not for profit organization selected by the state through a competitive 
process to serve as the local Community Based Care lead agency. As the lead agency, 
ChildNet manages the local system of services and supports for Broward’s abused, abandoned 
and neglected children and their caregivers. This system of care was developed with extensive 
input from local stakeholders and its effective implementation depends upon their continued 
support. For more information on ChildNet, visit the Web site at www.ChildNet.us or call (954) 
414-6000. 
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