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BANK OF AMERICA AND BOMAR BUILDERS “PLAY”  BIG ROLE IN BUILDING 

PLAYGROUND FOR LOCAL FOSTER CHILDREN 

                 
 
 

PLANTATION, FL – What does one of the nation’s largest financial institutions, a luxury residential builder, and local foster 

care nonprofits have in common?  For starters, they have a desire to make a difference in the lives of Broward County’s 

foster children.  Bank of America, Bomar Builders, 4KIDS of South Florida and ChildNet have joined forces to build a 

playground at SafePlace, the first place children go when they are removed from their home due to abuse, abandonment or 

neglect. 

 

Children arrive at SafePlace with little more than small suitcases stuffed with a few simple belongings.  Their young lives 

have been disrupted and they are lonely and frightened.  Many times these emotions are compounded as they transition to a 

new environment.  Conscious of the need for a place for foster children to relax, play and simply be children, 4KIDS 

approached friends and corporate leaders Bank of America and Bomar Builders to invest in creating an outdoor fun area;   

and invest they did.  Drew Greep, Chairman of the Board of The Heart Gallery of Broward County approached Bomar 

Builders while Joel Ceballos engaged Bank of America to help fund the $50,000 project.  Bomar donated services and 

worked with suppliers to reduce the cost of construction.  In addition to the Bank of America funding, Bomar employee, Jay 

Lefka, raised funds from individuals and vendors.  Complete with TerraSoft safety flooring, a Kompan play unit, privacy fence, 

and shade awning, the 875 sq. ft. area is a “state of the art” playground complete with a “city scape” mural. 

“This playground project, in essence, is an example of Community Based Care in motion,” said Emilio Benitez, ChildNet’s 

Chief Executive Officer.  “With Bomar Builders and Bank of America joining their resources, individual donations, and 

services with 4KIDS and ChildNet, it shows that together we can better serve our community’s foster children.” 

 

SafePlace, which has been operated by 4KIDS for the past five years through a contract with ChildNet, now boasts a spot 

where the children can swing, slide, and have fun.  Due to many hands and caring hearts joining together, laughter abounds 

at SafePlace.  “What was once a bare concrete space is now a protected area in which the kids can run and play – a retreat 

where despair can be replaced with hope,” said Curtis Artis, Director of Community Development at 4KIDS.   

### 

 



 
ChildNet  is the private, not for profit organization selected by the state through a competitive process to serve as the local 
Community Based Care lead agency. As the lead agency, ChildNet manages the local system of services and supports for 
Broward’s abused, abandoned and neglected children and their caregivers. This system of care was developed with 
extensive input from local stakeholders and its effective implementation depends upon their continued support. For more 
information on ChildNet, visit the Web site at www.ChildNet.us or call (954) 414-6000.    
 
4KIDS of South Florida (4KIDS) is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 child welfare agency dedicated to “Providing hope…for kids in 
crisis.  “4KIDS is committed to the needs of Broward and Palm Beach foster child in 4 key areas – physical, emotional, social 
and spiritual.  4KIDS is licensed through the lead agency ChildNet with the Department of Children & Families (DCF).  4KIDS 
of South Florida is located at 827 S. State Rd. 7, North Lauderdale, Florida.  Tel: (954) 979-7911   
Fax: (954) 917-8932.  Community Relations: (954) 556-4677.  To learn more, go to: www.4kidsofsfl.org.  

 


