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Don’t just change a life, when you can change 
a lifetime! This is the slogan on the website 
FosterCareMonth.org and that is exactly what 

Coral Springs resident Nitae Marin has been doing as 
a foster mom through ChildNet. 

Nitae got involved with fostering because she wanted 
to make a difference in the lives of teenage mothers. 
This single mother of three biological children was all 
too familiar with the challenges facing young mothers, 
because she was only a teenager when she had her 
first child.  “It was a very difficult time for me and I just 
didn’t have that support,” recalls Nitae.  

Five years ago, she signed up with Devereux, one of 
ChildNet’s subcontracted foster home management 
agencies, to provide the support teenage mothers 
need. The first foster teen placed in her home was 
a 16 year old mother of newborn twins. Nitae’s Coral 
Springs residence was home to the young mother 
and her twins for more than three years. Although the 
mother moved out at age 19, she requested that Nitae 
still foster her twin toddlers while she focused on her 
studies.  

Today, the twins are reunified with their biological 
mother and live in their own apartment but they still 
visit the Marin home every other weekend. Nitae says 
they are part of her family and will always have a place 
to call home. “While many may take this for granted, 
for foster care youth a sense of belonging is somethi 
ng they truly cherish,” adds Nitae.  

Currently, she is caring for three foster children and a 
former foster youth, who chose to continue living with 
Nitae Marin after aging out of the foster care system. 
Nitae has no intention of slowing down anytime soon 
and says her home will be open to Broward’s foster 
youth and teen moms as long as there is a need. 
“If you love kids, go for it,” urges Nitae. “It is very 
rewarding and heartwarming to know you are making 
a difference.”

In Broward County every year, several hundred 
children enter the child welfare system due to abuse, 
abandonment or neglect. As the local Community 
Based Care lead agency, ChildNet manages the 
local system of services and supports for Broward’s 
most vulnerable children. ChildNet’s mission is to 

protect Broward’s abused, abandoned and neglected 
children. For more information on becoming a foster 
parent, call ChildNet’s Recruitment Hotline at (954) 
414-6001 or visit www.childnet.us  

May is National Foster Care Month

Fostering Teens Changes Lives

Community News

�� Coral Springs resident Nitae Marin, seated, has opened 
her heart and home to foster teens.
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