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Former foster child now on other side of
system as caseworker

Former foster child now a caseworker for children

Play time

Latoya Richardson spent her teen years in foster ca  re and now, at age 23,
works as a child advocate. Here, she plays with her son, Elijah Vassell, 2.
(Sun-Sentinel/Lou Toman / February 26, 2008)

By Kathleen Kernicky | South Florida Sun-Sentinel
March 4, 2008

Latoya Richardson describes her job this way: "Part advocate, Article tools
part therapist" and full-time listener. EAE-mail
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As a child advocate for ChildNet, the private agency that B print
manages foster care on a state contract, Richardson meets every BiRenrint
day with kids who have been removed from their families b Repants
because of abuse, abandonment or neglect. Post comment
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It's her job to nudge them to open up about the turmoil in their

lives.

"It is draining sometimes," she says.
"I have to draw a line between my

Related News from the Web job and my life. And it's hard.”

e Family Even harder, perhaps, because
e Kids Richardson has been in their shoes.
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At 23, the single mother is barely
out of the child-welfare system herself. She is one of two former foster children who have
come back to work for the child-welfare agency as an advocate for kids.

"[When] | was on the other side, | didn't understand what was being done and why,"
Richardson said of her three years as a teenager in state care. "But now that I'm an
actual caseworker, I'm starting to understand why things were done.

"l always wanted to do something with kids," she continued. "I don't want to sound like a
cliche and say | thought | could make a difference, but | definitely can relate to them."

Born in Jamaica, Richardson spent her early years with her grandmother or an aunt. Her
mother lived nearby. She doesn't know why she didn't live with her mother. When she
was 9, the family sent her to live with her father and stepmother in South Florida so she
could get a better education.
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Throughout that time she focused on school, working part time and gr:
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"l enjoy that part, meeting with the kids," Richardson said. "l underst
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When Richardson pursued a career in social work, she sought advice fraga Tangi Bates,

one of her former ChildNet caseworkers. More most viewed

"The fact that she was in foster care gives her firsthand experience, and that will help her
help someone else, especially in learning how to be successful,” said Bates, an ADVERTISEMENT
independent living specialist at the agency.
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"She made a lot of difference in my grandchildren's life," Bell said. "And T know she will
make a lot of difference in other children's lives." Poll: Are you wary of 6%19&'%%0”69{7910
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C I'm not concerned. This is an unusual
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